The PW-6 proves to be a delight to fly with no obvious vices and is able to perform any of the ab-initio exercises when asked to do so

HE telephone rang; it was Susan
I Newby, our new S&G Editor returning
my call concerning an Airprox article.
“By the way it would be nice to get a test of
the new PW-6. | gather Aston Down have just
taken delivery of one.” “So | gather, who are
you going to get to fly it?” “Well, we were
rather hoping you...”

The following day | made my way over to
find the Cotswold GC chairman and ask if |
might borrow it to test and we negotiate a
suitable time, winch and aerotow facilities.

While | am there | decide have a look at
the PW-6 parked on the winch line.
Instructors are learning all about it before it
joins the fleet for club instructional flying.
Already | hear stories from those who have
flown it but do not generally dish out much
praise of how surprised they have been with
its performance and handling.

I'am told of comments from those who
haven't yet flown it but are given to voicing
opinions none the less. “ We had an SF34
that was the same as this that didn't soar...
with little wings like that ... it’s Polish...”

Interesting, | thought, | shall look forward to
seeing what it really does in a week’s time!

Matching requirements

If you are a club chairman looking to replace
your aged ab-initio two-seat fleet, the choice
available to you is quite limited. Cotswold,
like many clubs, has standardised on KA-13s
for basic training for the past 15 years and
they have served the club very well.
However, they have found an ever-widening
gap between the flying characteristics of the
KA-13 and the gliders new members are
likely to buy or those that private owners now
fly. Additionally, the market has moved on,
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and many prospective members demand
more modern gliders on which to progress.

The requirements for a basic trainer are
challenging. It must be comfortable and fun to
fly, easy to operate, even from demanding
sites. It must be able to soar well to teach the
pupils good techniques for the future. It
should be possible for instructors to
demonstrate flying exercises correctly without
frightening themselves or pupils. Ideally it
should have a good speed range, winch and
aerotow easily, have no nasty or unusual
habits, and be sufficiently strong and easy to
repair. Oh and not too expensive to buy.

So how well does the PW-6 stack up to this
challenge?

Testing the PW-6
The day of the flight test was blustery and
showery, more like an April rather than June
day. The glider lives in a hangar so no chance
to rig it, although I believe it takes only three
to do so as the components are quite small
and light. | note the captive main pins clearly
visible in the rear and the overall clean finish.
Simon Buckley has volunteered to
accompany me on the tests. He explains the
club tried the demonstrator, and suggested a
number of modifications (nearly all of which
have been carried out), before making a
purchase. From the outside, the glider appears
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The PW-5 had its detractors, but how
does the PW-6 shape up to the many
challenges faced by a basic trainer?
Hugh Woodsend takes the controls to
see if it ticks all the right boxes

quite small — it is obvious it has been
designed with quality in mind. A large fixed
main wheel gives it good ground clearance,
manoeuvring on the ground is a delight as it’s
a one-handed exercise to lift the substantial
nose wheel to pivot the fuselage.

The 16m span looks smaller than it actually
is, with large single paddle brakes set in the
upper surface, a mean chord just over one
metre and an aspect ratio of 16.8. The
tailplane sits low but well away from the
ground during landing and take-off. The
rudder on the 7.85m fuselage is purposeful.
Everything is easy to inspect on the ground.
Two good-sized cockpits with lifting canopies
complete the picture.

I decide to start with aerotows. To get an
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Visibility from the cockpit is superb
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